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MINUTES 
 
Montevallo City Council  
Emergency Meeting 
March 17, 2020 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall 

 
Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Tiffany Bunt, Council 
Member Willie Goldsmith, Council Member Arthur Herbert, and Council Member 
Jason Peterson were in attendance.    
 
Mayor Cost called the Emergency Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Cost thanked everyone for attending. She said the meeting was being live-posted on 
Facebook as a means of keeping those who could not attend up-to-date on our actions as a 
city. The purpose of the meeting was to keep the Council and the public informed regarding 
the steps we’ve taken in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the State of Emergency 
declared by Governor Ivy, as well as Mayor Cost. The Mayor said she appreciates 
everything the Council, our department heads and employees do for the city.  
 
Mayor Cost then reviewed the following: 
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Council Member Herbert asked about the school lunch program. 
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Mayor Cost said the schools are administering that program. We were asked to host a drop-
off box here at City Hall for additional food collections for families in need. We could not, 
however, safely house that at City Hall. We have arranged for the local grocery stores to 
serve as collection sites for those items.  
 
In addition, Mayor Cost discussed the following memos: 
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Mayor Cost pointed out that Governor Ivy has issued a State of Emergency, and that we 
received the following notification from the Alabama Department of Public Health:  
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Locally, the Mayor noted she has also declared a State of Emergency as described in the 
following:  
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The Mayor said she will continue to communicate with the Council and consult with them 
as she is able. However, this declaration gives her the ability to act independently and 
swiftly as situations dictate.   
 
Council Member Nix asked if there was any time limit on these emergency powers.  
 
The City Clerk explained that these powers are authorized under State Code and come into 
play once the Governor declares a State of Emergency. As long as that State of Emergency 
exists, this declaration affords the Mayor those powers. It does not, however, take away 
from the role of the Council in routine decision making. This simply gives the mayor, as an 
example, the authority to rent a piece of equipment or purchase emergency supplies 
necessary to quickly react to an emergency without having to wait for council approval or 
worry about bids.   
 
Mayor Cost said that she will still keep the Council fully informed regarding her actions.    
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The Mayor said the good news is at this point we do not have any confirmed cases of the 
virus. However, testing is limited, and she knows of several being tested.  
 
In addition, Mayor Cost stressed that in addition to the health-related impact of this 
outbreak, it will have a significant, deleterious financial impact on our community, as well. 
She urged everyone to buy local as often as possible. Our local restaurants will be hit 
especially hard by these actions. As such, she urged everyone to support our local 
restaurants by ordering take-out. Also, as Council Member Nix reminded us the other day, 
be sure to tip, as well.   
 

The Mayor also mentioned that the Water Board has agreed to cease service cut-offs during 

this period.  

Mayor Cost stressed again how proud she is of our City Council, and how appreciative she 

is of all they do for our community.  

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Nix made a motion to 

adjourn. Council Member Peterson seconded. ALL AYES . . . MEETING ADJOURNED at 5:49 

p.m. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Herman Lehman 
City Clerk 


